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U.S. Economy and Politics
1. What global forces are affecting the U.S. economy and politics? How do those global forces affect your own life? Discuss.
Over time, new ways of doing things are continually evolving, especially in issues related to the economy and politics. An excellent example is the global environmental awareness to reduce environmental pollution. This has greatly affected the US economy since all the new products and services entering the economy are now focused on being sustainable (Bastiaens&Postnikov, 2017). Specifically, products related to sustainable energy sources have affected the energy sources part of the economy. Similarly, this global force has also affected the US politics since the elected leaders are now being filtered based on their strategies to conserve the environment in line with the worldwide green revolution (Bastiaens&Postnikov, 2017). In my case, this global force has influenced my decision since I am more aware of my ecological footprint, affecting my contribution to the economy. An excellent example is when deciding on what type of car to buy, I will research environmentally friendly machines with less oil consumption and reduced environmental pollution.
2. In the once popular television show, Gene Simmons Family Jewels, did this show depict a typical American family? Why or why not? What is going on with the American family today? What historical events have played a role in shaping American family life? What do you see for the future of the U.S. family? How do religion and education impact the future of the U.S. family?
The Gene Simmons Family Jewels show does portray a typical American family for various reasons. One, the lifestyle led by the family, including the separated parents raising their teenagers, has become a reality in American families. Some have the privilege of leading lives with the parents married, while most acknowledge the parents' separation terms. Currently, the perception of a family having both parents has changed due to the enacted laws allowing for divorce and remarrying (Bowman, 2019). Therefore, in some families, the mother becomes the head of the family, providing for their needs, and at the same time, there exist single fathers. This is a result of various historical events, including gender equality, which has availed a variety of opportunities for women. In the near future, the initially dominant family form will be completely different from the continued complexity and diversity in the families (Bowman, 2019). Moreover, religion is slowly losing its influence in future US families. For instance, most religions require children to be born in a marriage, which is not currently the case. Various families are embracing cohabitation and single parenting.
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